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[10] How far publick utility weighed with me when I took charge
of the office may be difficult of positive proof, as the chief evidence of
it must rest in my own breast, I will not therefore offer my own aver-
ments and assurances on that subject, as I cannot expect them to meet
with the general credit which I am conscious they deserve. I shall
likewise, for similar reasons, decline to say anything myself of the utility
of the office choosing to leave it to the attestations of others less biassed,
and to the known effects of the appointment; for whether my having
regulated the office and discharged the duties of it have or have not been
attended with labor to myself and good to the country your Honourable
Board have now full experience to determine; and to your candor I
refer it for an impartial representation at home.
[11]   If by compromise  with  the Governor General  Is meant any
agreement, express or implied, of any kind whatsoever that I should at
all relax in any matter which had or was likely to be contested between
the Governor General or Council and the Supreme Court, which is the
only sense I can put on the word, I do most positively and solemnly deny
the charge, and beg leave to refer to the recollection of the Governor
General whether I did not in the course of conversations, when he talked
of the expedience of the office being placed in my hands, explain to him
that it was not to be expected that my holding the office should in the
least vary my conduct with regard to the differences of opinion  enter-
tained by the Governor General and Council and the Court, and whether
he did not declare that no such thing was expected, and expressed some
dissatisfaction that I had thought it necessary  to use a caution  of that
nature.    And to the judges I appeal whether, in every case wherein such
differences of opinion were involved, I have not since the appointment
persisted in the same uniform language and conduct which I held before
the appointment.   I had indeed both before and after the appointment,
as soon as the subjects of the differences had been referred to England,
as far as I could consistent with what I thought the duties of my office
of Chief Justice, to the utmost of my power endeavoured to prevent all
questions which might either revive the old or furnish new matter of
contention between  the Governor General and Council and the Court
from  coming  to   a   public   decision,  that   everything  might  remain   in
quiet and with as little ferment as possible till  a remedy from home
should be applied to the evil,    But as this was the rule of my Conduct
as well before as since the appointment this I can hardly think is intended
to be referred to by the pretended compromise.
[12] It would ill become me, after the trust and confidence with
which you have honored me, on account of any obloquy or personal attack
which it may have submitted me to, by abandoning the office before you
have taken order about it to replunge the administration of justice into
that confusion from which, I flatter myself, I have in some small degree
been the means of rescuing it. I have therefore to this time carried on
the civil business of the office, which I think I might lawfully do, as the
new Act of Parliament which confirms the Court authorizes it to be
held by the Governor General and Council, or some committee thereof